
Basic Conversational  
South African Sign Language 
(SASL) Certificate of 

Competence

Acquire the skill of signing and gain the ability to understand signed communication.

Aimed at
	y Anyone interested in learning how to communicate using sign language, including individuals who are hearing, deaf, hard of hearing, or have a hearing loss
	y Professionals who work with deaf or hard of hearing individuals, such as teachers, healthcare providers, and customer service representatives

Speak with your hands and unlock the power of sign language to help create more inclusive  
and connected workplaces and societies for all.

WHY? 	y Understand Deaf Culture and the importance of sign language

	y Acquire basic sign language vocabulary and conversational ability

	y Develop skills to facilitate more meaningful engagement with Deaf people

Duration: 7 consecutive 
weeks of online learning

Become an inclusive 
communicator

https://digitalcampus.co.za/online-short-courses/basic-conversational-south-african-sign-language/apply/


Learning outcomes
	y Show an understanding of Deaf Culture and the significance of sign language in 

this community 

	y Show familiarity with sign language vocabulary and sentence construction in a 
variety of contexts

	y Hold a basic conversation in sign language

	y Meet a new deaf colleague and introduce yourself in South African Sign Language

	y Communicate with hearing-impaired friends, family, and colleagues using sign 
language

This course introduces learners to Deaf Culture and the basic vocabulary and 
sentence construction of sign language. Insight is also gained into the skills needed 
to build a communication relationship with members of the Deaf Community.

IMAGINE  
unlocking a whole 
new world of 
communication 
and connection, 
creating inclusivity 
and breaking down 
barriers for the Deaf 
and hard of hearing 
communities. 
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Basic Conversational South African Sign Language (SASL) Course Overview

Format 	
Wits University Certified  
Online Short Course

Breakdown	
7 weeks consecutive online learning 

Language
English

Course Outcomes (Summarised)	
	y Understand Deafness and Deaf 
culture

	y Learn how to sign (productive 
language) 

	y Understand when someone signs 
to you (receptive language)

Course Curriculum

Module 1

Module 2

Module 3

Module 4

Module 5

Introduction to SASL

Home, family & South African Milestones

Weather and Transportation

Using numbers

Holding a Basic Conversation
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Course Outline

Basic Conversational South African Sign Language (SASL) Course Prospectus

Orientation Module Module 1 Module 2 Module 3

Module 4

Introduction to South African 
Sign Language the course

An outline of the objectives 
and learning outcomes for the 

course will be provided. Tips on 
how to get the best out of the 

course are included. 

Introduction to SASL

Learn about the Deaf 
Community, Deaf Culture, and 
elements of SASL as well as 

some basic SASL vocabulary.

Home, Family and 
South Africa

SASL basic signs including 
signs for home life, family life, 

and the South African  
way of living.

Weather and Transportation

Signs for the weather and 
transportation, and for giving 

and asking for directions.

Using Numbers

Signs for numbers and how to 
sign numbers related to age, 

money, time, and months.

Module 5 Study Week

Holding a Basic 
Conversation

Describe Deaf Culture in a basic 
conversation and incorporate 
signs from previous modules 

into sentences.

Prepare for  
Final Assessment

Final Assessment

Online Exam
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Course and Module Overview

Module 1 considers the deaf community, Deaf 
culture, and elements of SASL as well as some 
basic SASL vocabulary. Some of the many facets of 
the deaf world are explored. Learners will learn how 
to introduce themselves in SASL, and how to have 
a basic conversation with a deaf friend. At the end 
of the module, the important foundations of SASL 
are detailed to ensure learners get to grips with the 
grammatical structure of the language.

	y Topic 1: SASL basics

	y Topic 2: Meeting a new deaf person and 
introducing yourself in SASL

	y Topic 3: Greeting and getting to know your new 
deaf friend 

	y Topic 4: Foundations of SASL structure

In this module, you will continue to learn how to 
sign SASL basics, and how to use the signs for 
home life, family life, and life in South Africa. Finally, 
you will start learning how to sign using more than 
five sentences.

	y Topic 1: Home 

	y Topic 2: My house

	y Topic 3: Family 

	y Topic 4: Life in South Africa

Module 1:  
Introduction to South African 

Sign Language (SASL)

Module 2:  
Home, Family and South Africa

Basic Conversational SASL is a comprehensive 
and enjoyable. You will learn about basic South 
African Sign Language. In this course, you will be 
introduced to deaf culture, basic vocabulary, and 
sentences. You will also gain insight into the skills 
needed to communicate with your deaf family, 
friends, and colleagues and the significance of sign 
language for deaf people and children.

Course Overview

Basic Conversational South African Sign Language (SASL) Course Prospectus
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Course and Module Overview

Basic Conversational South African Sign Language (SASL) Course Prospectus

Module 4 focuses on the signs for numbers. In this 
module, learners will identify signs for numbers and 
learn to use numbers when signing age, money, 
time, and months. 

	y Topic 1: Basic number system in SASL 

	y Topic 2: Age in SASL 

	y Topic 3: Money in SASL 

	y Topic 4: Time and months in SASL

Module 5 looks at how to hold a basic conversation 
in SASL. In this module, learners discover how to 
describe Deaf Culture in a basic conversation with 
their new deaf friend. The module shows how to 
incorporate signs learned in previous modules, 
including greetings, numbers, home, transport, and 
family into sentences. By the end of the module, 
learners will know how to approach a deaf person 
correctly and start a conversation with them. 

	y Topic 1: Deaf culture

	y Topic 2: Understanding different worlds 

	y Topic 3: Basic SASL sentences

Module 4: 
Using numbers

Module 5:  
Holding a basic conversation!

Module 3 focuses on the signs for the weather and 
transportation and learners will learn to identify a 
few signs. The module also covers the essential 
elements of giving and asking for directions. 

	y Topic 1: Weather

	y Topic 2: The four seasons 

	y Topic 3: Transportation 

	y Topic 4: Giving direction

Module 3:  
Weather and transportation
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Prof Claudine Storbeck

Founder and Director of the Centre for Deaf 
Studies at the University of the Witwatersrand

Involved in issues surrounding Deaf Education 
and Deaf Studies for 27 years.

Robyn Swannack

Lecturer, researcher, and coordinator of South 
African Sign Language resource developments 
at the Centre for Deaf Studies at Wits University

Master’s degree in Anthropology from UCT

She is a second-generation deaf person and 
passionate about the Deaf community. She is 
the only deaf anthropologist in South Africa. 
She founded and coordinated the University of 
Cape Town SASL classes in 2012 and taught 
over 450 students over a period of six years.

Nenio Mbazima 

Video producer at the Centre for Deaf Studies 
at Wits University

Videographer and editor of the videos in this 
course

He joined the Deaf Community when he was 
ten years old and went on to write an award-
winning book about his amazing experience as 
a deaf person. He loves telling stories in sign 
language through the lens of a camera.

Content Experts and Lecturers

The Centre for Deaf Studies

The Centre for Deaf Studies aims to develop globally competitive standards of excellence in the training of teachers of the Deaf, provide equitable learning, and 
research in the field of Deaf Education. In addition to working with teachers of the Deaf, we aim to equip parents of Deaf children, and the greater Deaf community 
with the necessary knowledge and skills to foster equal opportunities for the South African Deaf Community.
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DigitalCampus is an online education platform owned by LRMG (Pty) 
Ltd. It was established to provide university and education institution 
certified short courses to the African market.

LRMG has a certified AAA+ rating and is a Level 1 Contributor to 
B-BBEE as per the South African DTI’s gazetted Codes of Good 
Practice. LRMG has a 25-year global track record for creating profit 
through people and their processes. We service clients in 18 African 
countries.

We understand that studying can be daunting. But it doesn’t have 
to mean time out of the office, tedious travel to a campus, or fitting 
in with the University’s schedule. DigitalCampus brings the campus 

experience online. Our dedicated course leaders facilitate your journey 
and you receive all the support you need to successfully complete 
the course. With expert content designed to deliver individual and 
business competence in collaborative and engaging blended learning 
experiences, you can take the all-important step towards that new 
role.

We make it simple to access the skills you need.

Our mission at DigitalCampus is to help you reimagine your personal 
and professional potential and transform into the shape you need to fly. 
Our reward? The smile on your face when you receive your Certificate 
of Competence from Wits University. 

DigitalCampus

© Copyright DigitalCampus 2023. All rights reserved.



Trusted Certification in the palm of your hand

	y A 90% Pass Rate

	y Certificate of Competence from Wits, voted  
No 2 University in Africa: 2022 Academic Ranking  
of World Universities (ARWU)

	y Trusted by some of the largest organisations in Africa 
with over 12 000 corporate Alumni

	y Individual interaction with Wits academics and tutors

	y Focused learner support and engagement on the 
learning journey

	y Completion and progress reporting to track your 
investment and impact your scorecard

For your peace of mind, here’s 
why our students succeed:
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Contact Us Pay Options

We have various payment 
options for students. 
When you apply we will 
be able to discuss these 
with you and help you 
choose the best option 
for you.

www.digitalcampus.co.za
info@digitalcampus.co.za

+27 (0)87 023 0888

@DigitalCampusAfrica

@DigitalCampus_

DigitalCampus

DigitalCampus_Africa

DigitalCampus

Sign up to our newsletter
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https://www.facebook.com/DigitalCampusAfrica/


https://twitter.com/DigitalCampus_
https://www.linkedin.com/school/digitalcampus-africa/
https://www.instagram.com/digitalcampus_africa/


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkdFZNL1wa6FO_9ttEz9-Zw
https://share.hsforms.com/1CE5alTOCQQWP9yMV5mZiYwc6ddp?__hstc=77491466.f04fb1299f5b88ab5e0d65d30808a1d5.1652157528624.1652157528624.1652157528624.1&__hssc=77491466.1.1652157528624&__hsfp=668924837
http://www.digitalcampus.co.za
http://info@digitalcampus.co.za
https://www.facebook.com/DigitalCampusAfrica/
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